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TWIN BRIDGES
SCENIC BIKEWAY

The best of Central Oregon, all in a few hours of
riding

Oregon Scenic Bikeways, Ride Ambassador

LENGTH DIFFICULTY

Nearby cities: Bend, Sunriver, Redmond, Powell
Butte, Sisters

MAP & CUE SHEET
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Iwin priages scenic oikeway

Visiting Central Oregon can feel like passing through a
continuous postcard, and this route is a perfect example of why.
Within a relatively short ride, you’ll experience a bustling,
outdoors-oriented city featuring plenty of culture, food and
beverages; you’ll pedal smooth, sinuous roads through high desert
fields and rock formations; and the entire time you’ll have snow-
capped peaks on the horizon either in front of you, over your
shoulder, or both.

The Twin Bridges Loop derives its name from the two bridges
along the route that cross the Deschutes River, both showcasing
the river’s middle section that features lovely wetlands and
surrounding ranches.

Start at Drake Park 4, where the Deschutes is temporarily tamed
to form Mirror Pond, one of Bend’s signature photogenic settings.
Amid willows and wildfowl, pedal out of the city, quickly rising up
and then down to Shevlin Park 4, where Tumalo Creek tumbles

through, a prelude to crossings to come.

Climb out of the river bed and emerge atop aridge, as the houses
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become fewer and the views get wider. Try to count (and name?)
all the peaks you can see at any point in this ride. Enjoy the ever-
changing scenery, with native, high-desert landscape, hobby
farms, hay fields and wildlife in abundance. Keep a sharp eye out
for some critters and birds you don’t get to see at home.

After following a zig-zag pattern of roads that presents a new
scenic horizon to scan every short while, swoop down the side of a
canyon to the first crossing of the Deschutes, which is hard to
imagine as the whitewater thrill-ride it is a ways downstream.
Here it’s sylvan and marshy, slow-moving and placid.

Your second crossing brings you into the booming little village of
Tumalo 4, where you can stock up on whatever sustenance you
might need for the climbing ahead. Once you cross Highway 20,
you’ll roller-coaster up a series of short climbs, gaining 500 feet
from the low point in Tumalo. You’ll pass right through verdant

Tumalo State Park [4 — another nice place to stop if you’re feeling

unhurried.

Soon you’ll have a feeling of familiarity as you rise up toward the
mountain-studded horizon - you were on Johnson Road earlier
today (and it was more downhill than you realized on the way
out!). But, other than the dip down and then up for Shevlin Park,
you’ll enjoy a long glide down and back to the start. You've earned
whatever you’d like to eat and drink at this point.

Here are some logistical notes for this route:

The start at Drake Park offers restroom facilities, parking and
shaded picnic tables. Once you pick up bike lanes in Bend, they
continue out to Tyler Road; on your way back they’ll resume in
Tumalo and back to Bend/Drake Park.
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These rural roads generally have low traffic volume, but be aware
of farm equipment and multi-use roadways (horses, farm
tractors/trailers, recreational river access, etc.). This route is
usually rideable from late February through the end of November,
depending on the weather.

Important traffic note: This route is only signed to ride the loop
portion in a clockwise direction - it is not safe to do it the other
way. The clockwise route travels a short distance on Highway 20,
and the Oregon Dept. of Transportation (ODOT) has installed a
bike lane along this section for safe cycling.

More Resources

Find more to see and do at Visit Central Oregon 4 and Visit
Bend .

Tumalo State Park 5 miles northwest of Bend offers camping,

including hiker-biker sites, and showers; Shevlin Park 4 in Bend

offers restrooms, water and bike paths.

In addition to visiting TripCheck.com 4, please contact ODOT’s
Sisters office at (541)383-6718 or peter.russell@deschutes.org for
current information about road conditions.

https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/outdoor-recreation/bicycling/road-biking/twin-bridges-scenic-bikeway/ Page 5 of 10


https://traveloregon.com/see-do/natural-wonders/forests-parks-refuges/state-parks/tumalo-state-park/
http://visitcentraloregon.com/%20
http://www.visitbend.com/
http://www.bendparksandrec.org/Park_List_Hidden/Shevlin_Park/
http://tripcheck.com/

Twin Bridges Scenic Bikeway - Travel Oregon 5/13/24, 3:33 PM

https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/outdoor-recreation/bicycling/road-biking/twin-bridges-scenic-bikeway/ Page 6 of 10



Twin Bridges Scenic Bikeway - Travel Oregon 5/13/24, 3:33 PM

Twin Bridges Scenic Bikeway
View Full Version Send to Device 36.3mi +1,812ft/-1,806 ft

RWGPS Cycle v

© MapTiler © OpenMapTiles © OpenStreetMap contributors

POWERED BY Q?) leD”Es

In Oregon, a bicycle is legally considered a vehicle, and the same
apply. Please “be seen” and
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Vehicle traffic, farm equipment and narrow shoulders exist on
many Oregon roads, and you may find that construction projects,
traffic or other events may cause road conditions or signage to
differ from the map results, ride descriptions and directions. For
travel options plus weather and road conditions, visit

, call 511 (in Oregon only), 800.977.6368 or

503.588.2941. Routes listed on this website are for informational
purposes and intended as a reference guide only.

ABOUT THE

Oregon Scenic
Bikeways

Did you know Oregon has the
only Scenic Bikeways program
in the nation? This unique
program features routes
suggested by local proponents,
so you know you are getting the
best of the best when you ride an
Oregon Scenic Bikeway. These
routes have been officially
reviewed, ridden and adopted
and each one provides
inspiration for planning a two-
wheeled vacation in Oregon.

More rides by this ambassador on
rideswithgps.com
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TWIN BRIDGES SCENIC
BIKEWAY

Is any of the information on this page incorrect? SUGGEST AN UPDATE

About Travel Industry Explore Partners
About Travel Submit Your Ask Oregon

Oregon Lodging Listing Oregon Welcome

Advertise With Us Travel Industry Centers

(PDF) Travel Oregon Oregon Weather

Create Content Press Room Travel Alerts

for Us Recognition

Privacy Policy, Programs

Terms of Use &

Accessibility

https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/outdoor-recreation/bicycling/road-biking/twin-bridges-scenic-bikeway/ Page 9 of 10


https://traveloregon.visittheusa.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Profile/TravelOregon?fid=a2c5000b-674a-4174-b28a-c30de2145752
https://traveloregon.com/map/twin-bridges-scenic-bikeway/?s=&pinned=1
https://traveloregon.com/about-travel-oregon/
https://industry.traveloregon.com/opportunities/marketing-co-ops-toolkits/co-ops/travel-oregon-ad-network/
https://traveloregon.com/write-travel-oregon/
https://traveloregon.com/legal/
https://www.oregonrla.org/lodginglistings.html
http://industry.traveloregon.com/
http://industry.traveloregon.com/press-room/
https://traveloregon.com/recognition-programs/
https://traveloregon.com/page/ask-oregon/
https://traveloregon.com/places-to-go/oregon-visitor-centers/
https://traveloregon.com/oregon-weather/
https://traveloregon.com/travel-alerts/

Twin Bridges Scenic Bikeway - Travel Oregon 5/13/24, 3:33 PM

Francais Deutsch HZ:E ==lyvg Korean
Espanol

©2024 Travel Oregon | The official guide to Oregon travel
and tourism information.

To contact us, call 1-800-547-7842 or email
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